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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE

OFFICE OF CAMPUS & ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING 750 UNIVERSITY TOWER
IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92697-2325
(949) 824-6316
(949) 824-1213 Fax

July 6, 2006

To: Responsible, Trustee, and Other Jurisdictional Agencies
 and Other Interested Parties

NOTICE OF PREPARATION
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR)

Project Title & Project No.: UCI Long Range Development Plan Update
 Project No. 998046

Project Location: University of California, Irvine

City & County: Irvine, County of Orange

Lead Agency: The Regents of the University of California

Project Description:

The University of California, Irvine (UCI) proposes to update its Long Range Development 
Plan (LRDP) which will serve to guide physical planning and development at UCI consistent 
with its teaching, research, and public service missions through the plan horizon year of 2025. 
The proposed LRDP Update would address a projected increase in enrollment to 37,000 
students through 2025-26. To accommodate the projected increase in student enrollment, the 
LRDP Update will identify the development of additional instructional and research space 
within UCI’s central academic core; new on-campus student housing to accommodate 50 
percent of enrollment; additional on-campus faculty and staff housing to meet recruitment 
and retention goals; mixed-use development supportive of the University community; and 
additional recreational open space.

In compliance with the State and University of California guidelines for implementation of the 
California Environmental Quality Act, this Notice of Preparation is hereby sent to inform you that 
the University of California, Irvine, is preparing a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) on 
the above-named Project.

As Lead Agency, we need to know the views of your agency as to the scope and content of 
the environmental information which is germane to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in 
connection with the proposed Project. Your agency will need to use the EIR prepared by our 
agency when considering your permit or other approval for the Project.

The project description, location, and the potential environmental effects are contained in the 
attached materials. A copy of the Initial Study is attached.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 
(Initial Study/Notice of Preparation) 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA DATE:  July 6, 2006 
 
CAMPUS:  Irvine SCH NO.: ________________   
 
I. PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
1. Project title:  
  

UCI Long Range Development Update 
 

2. Lead agency name and address: 
  

The Regents of the University of California 
1111 Franklin Street, 12th Floor 
Oakland, California   94607 
 

3. Contact person and phone number:  
  

Richard Demerjian, Director, Campus & Environmental Planning 
University of California, Irvine 
Campus & Environmental Planning 
750 University Tower 
Irvine, California 92697-2325 
(949) 824-7058 
rgdemerj@uci.edu 
  

4. Project location:  
  

University of California, Irvine 
Irvine, California 92697 
 

5. Project sponsor’s name and address:  
  

Refer to Section I, Item 3 (above). 
 

6. Custodian of the administrative record for this Project: 
  

Refer to Section I, Item 3 (above). 
 

7. Identification of previous EIRs relied upon for tiering purposes (including all applicable LRDP 
and Project EIRs) and address where a copy is available for inspection: 

  
Not applicable. 
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II. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

1. Project Description: 
  

UCI proposes to update its Long Range Development Plan (LRDP), a plan that serves to guide 
physical planning and development at UCI consistent with its teaching, research, and public 
service missions as a campus of the University of California. The LRDP is a physical development 
and land use plan designed to meet the academic and institutional objectives of the UCI campus. 
The LRDP identifies the campus’ institutional and development objectives, delineates campus land 
uses needed to achieve these goals, and projects the physical development at UCI required to 
support the academic enterprise through the plan horizon year. The current LRDP, adopted by The 
Regents of the University of California in 1989 and amended eight times since then, 
accommodates a projected enrollment of 26,050 students through 2005-06. (Actual 2005-06 
average enrollment was 24,434 students.) The proposed LRDP Update would address a projected 
increase in enrollment to 37,000 students through 2025-26. The proposed enrollment growth, 
particularly in graduate and professional education, is identified as necessary in order for UCI to 
meet the priorities identified in its strategic plan for academic development. Furthermore, the 
proposed increase in enrollment capacity will allow UCI to continue to provide access to eligible 
students in accordance with the California Master Plan for Higher Education.  
 
To accommodate the projected increase in student enrollment, the LRDP Update will identify the 
development of additional instructional and research space within UCI’s central academic core; 
new on-campus student housing to accommodate 50 percent of enrollment; additional on-campus 
faculty and staff housing to meet recruitment and retention goals; mixed-use development 
supportive of the University community; and additional recreational open space. 
 
In compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), UCI is preparing a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the proposed LRDP Update. This program-level EIR will 
analyze the potential environmental effects of enrollment up to 37,000 students and corresponding 
facilities expansion at UCI through 2025-26. In addition, the LRDP Update DEIR will include a 
“project-level” analysis of University Hills Phase 9/2, a faculty and staff affordable housing project 
proposed in the University Hills community in the south portion of the campus. This project 
proposes up to 120 homes on a 12-acre parcel, including associated roads, infrastructure, and 
possible local recreational amenities, phased over a period of two to three years. These homes may 
be detached, attached, or some combination of both, and the ultimate number of homes built will 
be determined by the mix selected. The homes are targeted to range in size from 1,200 to 2,000 
square feet. 
 
As appropriate, the analysis in the DEIR will include program-level analysis for the entire Long 
Range Development Plan, project-level analysis for those issues relevant for tiering of future 
project-specific analysis, and cumulative-level analysis for potential effects of LRDP 
implementation combined with known and reasonably foreseeable future growth in the 
surrounding area. 
 

2. Surrounding land uses and environmental setting: 
 
The UCI campus consists of approximately 1,475 acres in a setting that is increasingly 
characterized as urban (see Figures 1 and 2). Approximately 880 acres (60 percent) of the campus 
is currently developed, with most development focused in the Central Academic Core. The primary 
areas of undeveloped property remain in the outer campus areas. The UCI campus consists of the 
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following five geographic zones:  

• Central Academic Core: The Central Academic Core is approximately 343 acres. It is 
bounded by Campus Drive and University Drive to the north, and by East and West 
Peltason Avenues to the east and south. Existing uses include academic buildings, 
administrative and support buildings, parks, event centers, Aldrich Park and parking lots.  

• East Campus: The East Campus is bounded by East Peltason Drive on the west, Campus 
Drive on the north and Culver Drive on the east. Existing uses within this approximately 
426-acre area include student housing, open space and recreation areas, and campus 
support services. 

• South Campus:  The South Campus is bounded by West Paltason Avenue on the north, 
and Bonita Canyon Road and the San Joaquin Hills Transportation Corridor (SR-73) on 
the south. Comprised of approximately 323 acres, existing uses include faculty/staff 
housing and an open space reserve. 

• West Campus: Comprised of approximately 226 acres, the West Campus includes 
academic and support facilities, research facilities, income-producing “Inclusion Areas,” 
and segments of open space. It is separated from the Central Academic Core by West 
Peltason Drive on the east, and is bounded by SR-73 and California Avenue on the west. 

• North Campus:  The North Campus is separated from the rest of the campus by the San 
Joaquin Freshwater Marsh, but linked to the campus by University Drive on the southeast, 
Campus Drive on the northeast, Jamboree Road to the northwest, and California Avenue 
on the west. Existing uses within this 144-acre area include the corporation yard and 
interim academic facilities.  

The community surrounding the campus is also developed. The Irvine Business Complex (IBC) 
consisting of office, commercial, and high density residential uses, is located north of UCI’s North 
Campus. University Center containing residential, restaurant, retail, office, and theater uses is 
located north of the main campus. The Turtle Rock residential community is located along the 
eastern boundary of the campus. The Bonita Village residential community and the Turtle Ridge 
residential community are located south of the campus. Existing institutional facilities within the 
Turtle Ridge community include Mariners Church and the Tarbut V’Torah School. Along the 
western border of the campus, near UCI’s Health Sciences complex, lies University Research Park 
consisting of research and development uses. 

The 202-acre San Joaquin Freshwater Marsh Reserve is located adjacent to the North Campus and 
is managed jointly by UCI and the University of California Natural Reserve System. An additional 
area of the San Joaquin Marsh owned and managed by the Irvine Ranch Water District is located 
northeast of Campus Drive. The Bonita Creek wetlands corridor is located south of the campus. A 
2,000-foot reach of San Diego Creek traverses the campus near the creek’s inlet to Upper Newport 
Bay.   
 

3. Discretionary approvals: 
 
As the Lead Agency, The Regents of the University of California is responsible for approval of the 
proposed 2006 LRDP Update and the accompanying EIR. Implementation of the LRDP Update 
may require discretionary approval from various Responsible Agencies, such as the California 
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Department of Fish and Game, the State Water Resources Control Board, the U.S. Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; these approvals will be identified in the 
DEIR. 
 

 
III. PURPOSE OF THE INITIAL STUDY 
 
CEQA Section 15081.5(b) requires that an EIR be prepared for the approval of a long range development 
plan for a campus of the University of California. Accordingly, UCI will be preparing an EIR for the 
proposed 2006 LRDP Update in compliance with this requirement.  Since the need for an EIR is already 
known, the purpose of this initial study checklist is to help focus the DEIR and to provide information 
allowing a meaningful response on the anticipated scope of the DEIR.  Specifically, this initial study is 
intended to: (1) inform responsible agencies and the public of the nature of the proposed project and its 
location; (2) generally describe the probable environmental impacts of the project; (3) identify impacts 
that will clearly be less than significant and therefore will not be discussed in the DEIR; and (4) provide a 
general description of the topics intended to be addressed in the DEIR. 
 
This initial study utilizes the checklist set forth in Appendix G of the CEQA guidelines, and indicates for 
each of the environmental topic areas addressed in that checklist whether the topic will be, or will not be, 
analyzed in the DEIR.  Impacts for which no additional analysis is required include impacts that will not 
have environmental effects as a result of project implementation, as well as impacts that will be less than 
significant under CEQA criteria.   
 
The environmental factors checked below are proposed to be addressed in the DEIR, as described in 
greater detail in the discussions that follow: 
 
X Aesthetics   Agriculture Resources  X Air Quality 

X Biological Resources X Cultural Resources  X Geology/Soils 

X Hazards & Hazardous Materials X Hydrology/Water Quality X Land Use/Planning 

 Mineral Resources  X Noise  X Population/Housing 

X Public Services  X Recreation  X Transportation/Traffic 

X Utilities/Service Systems/Energy  X Mandatory Findings of Significance 
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V. EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 
 
General Instructions 
 
A. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, 

cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational 
impacts. 

B. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or 
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion. 

C. This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead 
agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project’s 
environmental effects in whatever format is selected. 

D. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for 
potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances).  Reference to a previously prepared or 
outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the 
statement is substantiated. 

 
Response Column Heading Definitions 
 

As stated in the general instructions above, lead agencies are free to use different formats in the 
evaluation of environmental impacts.  This Initial Study serves to identify the potential environmental 
impacts that will be addressed in an EIR on the proposed project.   Thus, this document has been 
modified from the standard format to a two-column format as follows: 

 
A. Impact to be Analyzed applies to those environmental issues, which may or may not be significant, 

that will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Report.  As appropriate, the analysis will include 
program-level analysis for the LRDP and project-level analysis for those issues relevant for tiering of 
future specific projects; and cumulative-level analysis for potential effects of LRDP implementation 
combined with known and reasonably foreseeable future growth in the surrounding area. 
 

B. No Additional Analysis Required applies where the proposed LRDP implementation would have no 
effect on the particular environmental issue and no additional analysis, beyond that provided in this 
Initial Study, is warranted or required.  
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IMPACT QUESTIONS 
 Impact to 

be Analyzed 
in EIR 

No 
Additional 
Analysis 
Required 

1. AESTHETICS — Would the project:   

 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

  

 
The UCI campus is located in a highly urbanized area surrounded by development. According to the 
City of Irvine’s General Plan, there are no areas on or adjacent to the campus that are identified or 
designated as a scenic vista. Nevertheless, views of remaining undeveloped areas of the campus are 
generally of non-native grassland which are not considered scenic but development of which may 
substantially degrade visual character. This potential impact will be evaluated in the DEIR per Issue 
1c below. 
 

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, 
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic 
highway? 

  

 
A “State Scenic Highway” refers to any interstate or state highway or county road that has been 
officially designated by the State as scenic, which confers special scenic conservation treatments to 
adjacent developments. SR-73 to the west of UCI is not an officially designated State Scenic 
Highway nor is it on the list of eligible State Scenic Highways. In addition, there are no locally 
designated scenic roadways in the vicinity of UCI. Therefore, implementation of the 2006 LRDP 
Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would not impact the viewshed 
from a State Scenic Highway or locally designated scenic roadway.  
 

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the 
site and its surroundings? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
has the potential to substantially degrade the existing visual character of currently undeveloped areas 
onsite that are viewed as open space amenities from surrounding viewsheds. This potential impact 
will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR.   
 

 
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare, which would 

adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? 
 

  

Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would result in potential new sources of substantial light or glare that could adversely affect daytime 
or nighttime views in adjacent areas. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
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 Impact to 
be Analyzed 

in EIR 

No 
Additional 
Analysis 
Required 

e) Result in Other Impacts?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to onsite visual quality degradation and light or glare. This 
potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR.   
 

2. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES — In determining whether impacts to 
agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies 
may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site 
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Dept. of 
Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on 
agriculture and farmland. Would the project: 

 

  

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared 
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

  

 
According to Orange County’s Important Farmland Map (2002), UCI does not contain areas 
designated as Prime or Unique farmlands or Farmlands of Statewide Importance. The campus is 
designated as “urban and built-up land” which includes residential, commercial, institutional, and 
industrial facilities. Therefore, no impacts to agricultural resources would occur as a result of 
implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project. 
 

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson 
Act contract? 

  

 
The California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection, maintains maps 
of Williamson Act Contract Lands by county.  The map entitled “Agricultural Preserves 2004, 
Williamson Act Parcels, Orange County, California” shows that the nearest Williamson Act parcel is 
approximately nine miles northeast of the UCI campus, at Arroyo Avenue and Coronel Road in the 
Lemon Heights community, south of Newport Boulevard. Therefore, implementation of the 2006 
LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would not conflict with 
existing zoning for agricultural use. 
 

c) Involve other changes in the existing environment, which, due to 
their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to 
non-agricultural use? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would not convert lands that are presently in, or are proposed for, agricultural production to non-
agricultural uses.  Refer to Items 2a and b above.   
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 Impact to 
be Analyzed 

in EIR 

No 
Additional 
Analysis 
Required 

d) Result in Other Impacts   
 
No other impacts are anticipated.  
 

3. AIR QUALITY — Where available, the significance criteria established 
by the applicable air quality management or air pollution control district 
may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the 
project: 

 

  

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality 
plan? 

  

 
Additional on-campus development could result in increases in short-term and long-term criteria air 
pollutant emissions from mobile and/or stationary sources, as well as potential increases in toxic air 
contaminants from storage or use of laboratory chemicals. Therefore, the DEIR will analyze whether 
implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would conflict with or obstruct implementation of the South Coast Air Quality Management Plan. 
 

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an 
existing or projected air quality violation? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 3a above. The DEIR will analyze whether implementation of the 2006 
LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would violate any air 
quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality violation. 
 

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria 
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard (including 
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? 

  

 
Additional development on the UCI campus, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 
project, combined with known and reasonably foreseeable growth in the region, could result in a 
cumulatively considerable net increase in emissions of ozone, PM10 and PM2.5 for which the South 
Coast Air Basin is non-attainment under both federal and state ambient air quality standards. This 
potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR.  
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 Impact to 
be Analyzed 

in EIR 

No 
Additional 
Analysis 
Required 

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would result in increased construction, traffic, and operations which could expose sensitive receptors 
(e.g., students, faculty, staff, residents) to substantial pollutant concentrations, including but not 
limited to carbon monoxide, toxic air contaminants, dust, and ozone precursors. This potential impact 
will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
could create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people in terms of diesel exhaust 
from construction equipment operating too close to occupied areas, and from storage or use of 
laboratory chemicals. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

f) Result in Other Impacts?   
 
No other impacts are anticipated.   
 

4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES — Would the project: 
 

  

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or 
special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update could have substantial direct and indirect effects on the 
following sensitive species that have been previously identified onsite, as well as additional species 
that may be observed during field reconnaissance performed in conjunction with the DEIR: many-
stemmed dudleya, mesa brodiaea, southern tarplant, burrowing owl, cactus wren, California 
gnatcatcher, California horned lark, and white-tailed kite. Previous biological resources mapping 
indicates the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project may impact southern tarplant and cactus 
wren. These potential impacts will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
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 Impact to 
be Analyzed 

in EIR 

No 
Additional 
Analysis 
Required 

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other 
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, 
policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and 
Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update could have substantial adverse effects on the following 
sensitive habitats that have been previously identified onsite: native grassland, mixed coastal sage 
scrub, willow riparian, and fresh water marsh. Previous biological resources mapping indicates the 
proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project may impact mixed coastal sage scrub and freshwater 
marsh. These potential impacts will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as 
defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, 
filling, hydrological interruption, or other means? 

  

 
Some of the willow riparian and fresh water marsh habitats that have been mapped on-campus, as 
well as some unvegetated drainages (seasonal streambeds), may constitute “Waters of the United 
States” as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, and may also be protected by the California 
Fish and Game Code. Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update could have substantial direct and 
indirect effects on these wetlands. In addition, previous biological resources mapping indicates the 
proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project could impact freshwater marsh and seasonal streambeds. 
These potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident 
or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife 
nursery sites? 

  

 
UCI in combination with other participating landowners has designated large contiguous natural open 
space areas on campus as part of the habitat reserve system within the Natural Communities 
Conservation Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan (NCCP/HCP) area for the Central Coastal Orange 
County Subregion. UCI conservation and open space areas are managed for the preservation of 
habitat resources, with connection to adjacent habitat areas off campus. The on-campus NCCP/HCP 
Reserve areas provide habitat for a number of plant and animal species and serve as a network for 
wildlife corridors that also extend offsite. Land disturbance and development is prohibited within the 
on-campus NCCP/HCP Reserve areas. The 2006 LRDP Update has the potential of impacting 
NCCP/HCP Reserve areas; the potential impacts will be evaluated in the DEIR. Implementation of 
the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project would not interfere with established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors. No native wildlife nurseries are located on the UCI campus but this will 
be further evaluated in the DEIR. 
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 Impact to 
be Analyzed 

in EIR 

No 
Additional 
Analysis 
Required 

e) Conflict with any local applicable policies protecting biological 
resources? 

  

 
Portions of undeveloped areas on campus are located adjacent to the NCCP/HCP Ecological Reserve. 
Future development in these areas according to the 2006 LRDP Update would be subject to certain 
restrictions, construction minimization measures, and conditions for conditionally covered species 
identified in the NCCP/HCP Implementing Agreement. Such potential policy conflicts will be 
evaluated in detail in the DEIR. The proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project is not adjacent to the 
onsite NCCP/HCP Ecological Reserve. 
 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation 
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other applicable 
habitat conservation plan? 

  

 
Refer to responses to Items 4d and 4e above. 
 

 
g) Result in Other Impacts? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to biological resources. This potential impact will be 
evaluated in detail in the DEIR.   
 

5. CULTURAL RESOURCES — Would the project: 
 

  

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 
resource as defined in Section 15064.5? 

  

 
The ranch buildings located within UCI’s “Farm” area are identified as historical resources. The 2006 
LRDP Update designates this area for “Mixed-Use” development which may result in a substantial 
change to these historical resources. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. No 
historic resources are known to exist in the vicinity of the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project 
so the project is not expected to impact historical resources. 
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 Impact to 
be Analyzed 

in EIR 

No 
Additional 
Analysis 
Required 

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to Section 15064.5? 

  

 
Based on prior archaeological assessments conducted on campus, in addition to known archaeological 
resources there is a potential for unrecorded archeological resources to be present onsite. Therefore, 
implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of undocumented archeological resources 
that may be impacted by future ground disturbance activities. This potential impact will be evaluated 
in detail in the DEIR. 
 

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or 
site or unique geologic feature? 

  

 
A paleontological assessment conducted for the 1989 LRDP EIR concluded that the geologic 
formations underlying the campus are known for containing invertebrate and vertebrate fossils. 
Therefore, future ground disturbance activities associated with implementation of the 2006 LRDP 
Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, may directly impact unique 
paleontological resources. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. No unique 
geologic features are known to exist on campus. 
 

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of 
formal cemeteries? 

  

 
Record search data from prior cultural resource assessments indicate that historic occupation may 
have occurred along the San Diego Creek where the UCI campus is now located. Therefore, future 
ground disturbance activities associated with implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including 
the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, may impact buried human remains. This potential 
impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

e) Result in Other Impacts?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to cultural resources. This potential impact will be 
evaluated in detail in the DEIR.  
 

6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS — Would the project: 
 

  

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, 
including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 
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i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by 
the State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and 
Geology Special Publication 42. 

  

 
Previous documents have identified several “active” (i.e., evidence of displacement within the 
last 11,000 years) and “potentially-active” (i.e., evidence of displacement within the last 400,000 
years) faults within a 50-mile radius of the UCI campus. The nearest active fault is the Newport-
Inglewood fault, located approximately five miles to the south of the campus. The San Andreas, 
San Jacinto, and Whittier-Elsinore faults are more distant, ranging between 18-49 miles from the 
campus. Potentially active faults include Pelican Hill fault, about two miles to the south, and the 
UCI Campus fault trending northwest-to-southeast through the campus. Implementation of the 
2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, may expose 
people or structures to a risk of loss, injury, or death involving rupture of an earthquake fault. 
This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 
 

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?   
 
UCI is located in the seismically active southern California region, and is likely to be subjected to 
moderate to strong ground shaking from a strong seismic event along the onsite fault or a regional 
fault (e.g., San Jacinto, Newport-Inglewood, Whittier-Elsinore faults). Therefore, implementation 
of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, could result 
in potential exposure of people and structures to substantial adverse effects from strong seismic 
ground shaking. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR.  
 

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?   
 

While the major soil deposit existing on the campus is terrace material consisting mainly of 
relatively dense strata of clean sand, clayey sand, and clayey silt, other types of soils present may 
be susceptible to significant differential settlements as a result of seismic shaking. Therefore, 
implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 
project, could result in potential exposure of people and structures to substantial adverse effects 
from seismic-related ground failure. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
  

iv) Landslides?   
 
Some of the undeveloped portions of the campus that are identified for future development are 
located in potential landslide-prone areas (i.e, steep terrain with clay soils). Therefore, 
implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 
project, could result in potential exposure of people and structures to substantial adverse effects 
from landslides. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
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Required 

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?   
 
Grading activities required in the implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed 
University Hills Phase 9/2 project, could result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil. This 
potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would 
become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in 
on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or 
collapse? 

  

 
Refer to responses to Items 6a iii) and iv) above re: potential liquefaction and landslide impacts. 
Some of the undeveloped portions of the campus that are identified for future development are 
located on steep terrain or compressible sandy soils. Therefore, implementation of the 2006 LRDP 
Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, could result in placement of 
structures on unstable geologic units or soils, causing potential lateral spreading, subsidence, or 
collapse. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the 
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or 
property? 

  

 
Some of the undeveloped portions of the campus that are identified for future development are 
located on expansive clay soils. Therefore, implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the 
proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, could result in placement of structures on such soils, 
causing substantial risks to life or property. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the 
DEIR. 
 

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks 
or alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of waste water? 

  

 
Wastewater disposal for UCI utilizes the sanitary sewer system; therefore, septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater systems are not proposed and would not be proposed under implementation of the 2006 
LRDP Update or the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project. 
 

f) Result in Other Impacts?   
 
Potential geologic and soils constraints associated with implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, 
including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would be site-specific and would not result 
in cumulatively considerable impacts in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development 
in the vicinity or region.  
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7. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS — Would the project: 

 

  

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 
the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

  

 
Campus operations involve the transport, use, and disposal of hazardous materials (chemical, 
radiological, biohazardous), during the execution of laboratory activities, general maintenance, 
landscaping, and construction. The DEIR will identify projected increases in these activities that 
could occur under the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project; 
evaluate potentially significant hazards to the public or environment associated with these increased 
activities; and identify the existing regulatory framework to mitigate such impacts. 
 

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the environment? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 7a above.  
 

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing 
or proposed school? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 7a above. 
 

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials 
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as 
a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

  

 
A listed hazardous materials site on the North Campus has been undergoing long-term remediation; 
no other listed site is known to occur on campus. The DEIR will evaluate whether continued 
remediation of this site would create a significant hazard to the public or environment in connection 
with future development in the North Campus under the 2006 LRDP Update. The proposed 
University Hills Phase 9/2 project would not be affected by this hazardous materials site remediation. 
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e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such 
a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or 
public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard for 
people residing or working in the project area? 

  

 
UCI is located approximately two miles southeast of John Wayne Airport.  Because portions of the 
campus (specifically the UCI North Campus) fall within the 60 dB CNEL contour for John Wayne 
Airport, UCI is included within the airport’s planning area.  The planning area also includes two 
Runway Protection Zones (RPZs) adjacent to the northern and southern edges of the runways. The 
RPZs, or Accident Potential Zones, are established based on accident history and operational 
characteristics. The nearest RPZ is located approximately one mile from UCI’s North Campus. The 
DEIR will evaluate whether implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed 
University Hills Phase 9/2 project, may result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the 
project area. 
 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the 
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the 
project area? 

  

 
The nearest non-commercial airstrip to UCI is Fullerton Municipal Airport, located approximately 
nine miles to the northeast. As a result, implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the 
proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would not result in a safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area. 
 

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
could interfere with an adopted emergency response and evacuation plan for the campus through 
construction-related road closures. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 

 
h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or 

death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed with 
wildlands? 

  

 
Proposed LRDP development areas are located adjacent to open space managed as native habitat. 
Many of these areas contain wildland fuels consisting of coastal sage scrub and annual grasses that 
are highly susceptible to fire and could expose people or structures to increased risks associated with 
wildland fires. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
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i) Result in Other Impacts?   
 

Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to hazards and hazardous materials. This potential impact 
will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR.  
 

8. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY — Would the project: 
 

  

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements? 

  

 
Grading activities and new impervious surfaces associated with future development under the 2006 
LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, could increase levels of 
storm water runoff pollutants (e.g., sediments, oil, grease, metals, pesticides/herbicides, entrained 
dust). This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially 
with groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in 
aquifer volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table level 
(e.g., the production rate of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a 
level which would not support existing land uses or planned uses for 
which permits have been granted)? 

  

 
UCI’s current and projected water demand is/will continue to be supplied by the Irvine Ranch Water 
District which receives deliveries of imported water from the Municipal Water District of Orange 
County, through the Metropolitan Water District, and from Colorado River and Northern California 
sources. Because UCI does not obtain its domestic and non-potable water service from a local 
groundwater basin, implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University 
Hills Phase 9/2 project, would not substantially deplete groundwater supplies, interfere substantially 
with groundwater recharge, or result in a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local 
groundwater table. 

 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, 
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in 
a manner which would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or 
off-site? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
has the potential to substantially alter drainage patterns (during and/or after ground disturbing 
activities). This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
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d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, 
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or 
substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner, which would result in flooding on- or off-site? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 8c above re: alteration of drainage patterns and watercourses. For future 
development areas associated with implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, appropriate 
performance measures will be identified in the DEIR to address: 1) subsequent studies to calculate the 
rate and amount of surface runoff; and 2) adequately sized drainage facilities to convey the projected 
runoff volumes and prevent on- or off-site flooding. For the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 
project, the DEIR will evaluate proposed drainage facilities and recommend other measures as 
necessary to ensure adequate conveyance of runoff from the developed site to avoid on- or off-site 
flooding.  
 

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity 
of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff? 

  

 
Refer to responses to Items 8a and 8d above. 
 

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?   
 
Refer to response to Item 8a above. 
 

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a 
federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or 
other flood hazard delineation map? 

  

 
According to the Flood Insurance Rate Map for Orange County [Map Number 06059C0288H 
(2004)], UCI is not within a 100-year floodplain. As a result, implementation of the 2006 LRDP 
Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would not place housing within a 
100-year flood hazard area. 
 

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures, which would 
impede or redirect flood flows? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 8g above. Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the 
proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would not place structures within a 100-year flood 
hazard area. 
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i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or 
death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure 
of a levee or dam? 

  

  
Refer to response to Item 8d above. Because UCI is not located within the vicinity of a levee or dam, 
implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would not expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving flooding 
as a result of the failure of a levee or dam. 
 

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?   
 
UCI is not subject to inundation by seiche or tsunami or the potential effects from seismic-induced 
wave action due to its distance (approximately 10 miles) inland from the Pacific Ocean. Inundation 
by mudflows is unlikely because the specific combination of unstable geologic formations, steep 
slopes, and extensive clay soils that would otherwise contribute to such conditions are not prevalent 
onsite. 
 

k)    Result in Other Impacts?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to hydrology and water quality. This potential impact will 
be evaluated in detail in the DEIR.   
 

9. LAND USE AND PLANNING — Would the project: 
 

  

a) Physically divide an established community?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would 
not include any development outside of the established campus properties or boundaries that would 
otherwise result in an incursion into, or division of, the surrounding communities. 
 

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an 
agency with jurisdiction over the project (including, but not limited 
to the LRDP, general plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or 
zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating 
an environmental effect? 

  

 
The University of California is not subject to local zoning and land use regulations. The applicable 
land use plan for UCI will be the 2006 LRDP Update. Nevertheless, the DEIR will evaluate 
conformance with surrounding land use plans to ensure optimal cooperation between campus projects 
and neighboring communities.    

 



Environmental Checklist – UCI LRDP Update   
 

- 21 - 
 

 Impact to 
be Analyzed 

in EIR 

No 
Additional 
Analysis 
Required 

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural 
community conservation plan? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 4e above.  
 

d) Result in Other Impacts?    
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the University Hills Phase 9/2 project, in 
conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to land use conflicts. This potential impact will be 
evaluated in detail in the DEIR.   
 

10. MINERAL RESOURCES — Would the project: 
 

  

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that 
would be of value to the region and the residents of the state? 

  

 
The predominant geologic formation that underlies UCI consists of marine sedimentary deposits that 
are not known to contain mineral resources. Therefore, implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, 
including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would not result in the loss of availability 
of known mineral resources of regional or statewide value. 
 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan 
or other land use plan? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 10a above.  
 

11. NOISE — Would the project result in: 
 

  

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of 
standards established in any applicable plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
could result in exposure of persons to increases or changes in short-term (construction) and long-term 
(operations) noise levels in excess of applicable standards, from sources such as construction 
equipment, mechanical equipment associated with new structures, and increased vehicular traffic. 
This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR.   
 

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive groundborne 
vibration or groundborne noise levels? 

  

 
Construction activities could result in generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne 
noise levels. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
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c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 

project vicinity above levels existing without the project? 
  

 
Refer to response to Item 11a. 
 

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels 
in the project vicinity above levels existing without the project? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 11a. 
 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such 
a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or 
public use airport, would the project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 7e above. 
 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the 
project expose people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 7f above. 
       

g) Result in Other Impacts   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to noise. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in 
the DEIR. 
   

12. POPULATION AND HOUSING — Would the project: 
 

  

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for 
example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would result in a projected population increase through the plan horizon year of 2025-26. The DEIR 
will evaluate whether such growth would directly or indirectly induce substantial population growth 
in the area. 
 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 12a above. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 



Environmental Checklist – UCI LRDP Update   
 

- 23 - 
 

 Impact to 
be Analyzed 

in EIR 

No 
Additional 
Analysis 
Required 

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 12a above. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

d) Result in Other Impacts?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to population and housing. This potential impact will be 
evaluated in detail in the DEIR.   
 

13. PUBLIC SERVICES 
 

  

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for 
any of the public services: 

  

 i) Fire protection?   
 
Fire protection services are provided to UCI by the Orange County Fire Authority. 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the University Hills Phase 9/2 project, may 
increase demand for fire protection services. The DEIR will evaluate whether this increased 
demand would result in the need for new or physically altered fire protection facilities to maintain 
acceptable response times, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
impacts. 
  

 ii) Police protection?   

 
Police protection services for the campus are provided by UCI’s campus Police Department.  
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 
project, may increase demand for police protection services. The DEIR will evaluate whether this 
increased demand would result in the need for new or physically altered police protection 
facilities to maintain acceptable response times, the construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts. 
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 iii) Schools?   

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 
project, in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, 
could result in cumulatively considerable impacts related to schools. This potential impact will be 
evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 

 
iv) Parks?   

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 
project, may increase demand for parks.  The DEIR will evaluate whether this increased demand 
would result in the need for new or physically altered parks and recreational facilities and/or an 
increase in use of existing parks and recreational facilities. 

 
b) Result in Other Impacts?   

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to public services. This potential impact will be evaluated 
in detail in the DEIR.   
 

14. RECREATION — 

 

  

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 13a (iv) above. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR 
 

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities, which might have 
an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update would add or expand recreational facilities that could have 
an adverse physical effect on the environment. These potential impacts will be evaluated in detail in 
the DEIR. 
 

c) Result in Other Impacts?   
 

Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to recreational facilities. This potential impact will be 
evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
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15. TRANSPORTATION/ TRAFFIC — Would the project: 
 

  

a) Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the 
existing traffic load and capacity of the street system (i.e., result in a 
substantial increase in either the number of vehicle trips, the volume 
to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at intersections)? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update would result in a projected on- and off-campus population 
increase through the plan horizon year of 2025-26. Additional commuters to UCI would cause an 
increase in vehicular traffic on local streets and adjacent regional highways that could be substantial 
in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the circulation system. This potential impact will 
be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of service 
standard established by the county congestion management agency 
for designated roads or highways? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update would result in a projected on- and off-campus population 
increase through the plan horizon year of 2025-26. Additional commuters to UCI would cause an 
increase in vehicular traffic on local streets and adjacent regional highways that could exceed a level 
of service standard for designated roads and highways surrounding the UCI campus. This potential 
impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR.  
 

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase 
in traffic levels or a change in location that results in substantial 
safety risks? 

  

 
UCI is not situated under the Preferred Arrival or Departure Tracks associated with John Wayne 
Airport. As a result, future buildings at UCI would not penetrate the 100:1 Imaginary Surface (as 
defined in FAR Part 77.13) for designated flight patterns to and from the airport. Thus, 
implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would not change existing air traffic patterns or locations nor increase air traffic levels that would 
otherwise cause substantial safety risks. 
 

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

  

 
The DEIR will evaluate whether proposed onsite circulation system improvements would be 
compatible with existing campus transportation plans and adjacent land uses. 
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e) Result in inadequate emergency access?   
 
Traffic associated with implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University 
Hills Phase 9/2 project, has the potential to affect emergency response times. This potential impact 
will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
could result in inadequate parking capacity due to the projected increase in commuter trips, as 
discussed in Item 15a above. Therefore, the DEIR will evaluate the adequacy of the proposed campus 
parking inventory, based upon projected parking demand and a comprehensive transportation demand 
management program. This potential impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

g) Conflict with applicable policies, plans, or programs supporting 
alternative transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks)? 

  

 
The DEIR will evaluate whether implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed 
University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would conflict with applicable policies, plans, or programs 
supporting alternative transportation. 
 

h) Result in Other Impacts?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to transportation/traffic. This potential impact will be 
evaluated in detail in the DEIR.   
 

16. UTILITIES/SERVICE SYSTEMS/ENERGY — Would the project: 
 

  

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable 
Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would result in increased wastewater generation from additional development and population growth 
on campus. The DEIR will evaluate whether this increase would exceed wastewater treatment 
requirements at the water reclamation plants that treat wastewater discharges from UCI.   
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b) Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater 
treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction 
of which could cause significant environmental effects? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would result in increased water demands and wastewater generation from additional development and 
population growth on campus. The DEIR will evaluate whether these increases would exceed the 
treatment capacities at the Irvine Ranch Water District water treatment plant and at the water 
reclamation plants that serve UCI, and the associated environmental impacts of new, expanded, or 
altered facilities. 
 

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage 
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmental effects? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would result in increased impervious surfaces and storm water drainage flows from additional 
development on campus. The DEIR will evaluate whether these increases would exceed existing 
storm drain capacities, and the associated environmental impacts of new, expanded, or altered 
facilities.  
  

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from 
existing entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded 
entitlements needed? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would result in increased water demands from additional development and population growth on 
campus. The DEIR will evaluate whether this increase would result in the need for new or expanded 
water entitlements based on a water supply assessment to be conducted by the Irvine Ranch Water 
District, and the associated environmental impacts of new, expanded, or altered facilities to convey 
water to the campus. The DEIR will also address the role of reclaimed water in minimizing potable 
water demands on campus. 
 

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider 
which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to 
serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s 
existing commitments? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 16b above. 
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f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to 
accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs? 

  

 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed faculty/staff housing project in the 
South Campus, would result in increased solid waste generation and disposal from additional 
development and population growth on campus. The DEIR will evaluate whether this increase would 
exceed the existing and planned capacity of the Frank R. Bowman Landfill that serves UCI. The 
DEIR will also discuss the University’s comprehensive recycling program and its role in diverting 
waste that would otherwise go to the landfill.   
 

g) Comply with applicable federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

  

 
Refer to response to Item 16f above.  
 

h) Result in wasteful, inefficient or unnecessary consumption of energy?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would result in increased demands for electricity, natural gas, and other fossil fuels associated with 
additional development and population growth on campus.  Development on the UCI campus is 
required to comply with University of California building sustainability and energy conservation 
guidelines. The DEIR will evaluate whether implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the 
proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, would result in wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 
energy consumption. 
  

i) Result in Other Impacts?   
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
would result in increased demands for electricity, natural gas, and other fossil fuels associated with 
additional development and population growth on campus. The DEIR will evaluate whether these 
increases would result in the need for new, expanded, or altered facilities, and associated 
environmental impacts. 
 
Implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, 
in conjunction with other reasonably foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts related to utilities, service systems, and energy. This potential 
impact will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR.   
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17. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE — 

 

  

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife 
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? 

  

 
As indicated in Items 4 and 5 above, implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including the 
proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, may have significant biological and cultural resource 
impacts which could degrade the quality of the environment. These potential impacts will be 
evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that 
the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

  

 
As indicated in most of the issue areas above, implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, including 
the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, in conjunction with other current and reasonably 
foreseeable development in the vicinity or region, could result in cumulatively considerable 
environmental impacts. These potential impacts will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
 
The cumulative analysis will include an evaluation of the proposed 2006 LRDP Update, including the 
proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, and related past, present, and reasonable foreseeable 
future projects that would contribute to the degradation of the environment in each topic area. This 
investigation will include off-campus projects in the vicinity of UCI. (The cumulative project will 
vary with the particular issue addressed because the cumulative nature of a particular topic area 
varies.) Probable projects will include those which: (1) have an application on file at the time the 
NOP is released; (2) are included in an adopted capital improvement program, general plan, regional 
transportation plan, or similar plan; (3) are included in a summary of projections (or development 
areas designated) in a general plan or similar plan; (4) are anticipated as later phases of approved 
projects; or (5) are included in funds budgeted by public agencies. 
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c) Does the project have environmental effects, which will cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

  

 
As indicated in Items 1, 3, 6-9, and 11-16 above, implementation of the 2006 LRDP Update, 
including the proposed University Hills Phase 9/2 project, may cause substantial adverse direct and 
indirect effects on human beings. These potential impacts will be evaluated in detail in the DEIR. 
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